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Country from the city

Los Angeles songstress Gina Villalobos
visits Sacramento’s Americana scene

“It's a loag way to heaven and hell lives next door,” Bina

by
- Rachel Bregg
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Villalobos opines on her soon-io-be-released
album. While she might be right about that, it
i=n’t a bong way to Marilyn's on K, whene
she'll play o lnte-night sct on Fraday with
Samaie winmer Amee Chapman amd the Big
Finish. Villnlobos, who hails from notonicusly
amificial Los Angeles, offers ap a slice of
authentic country rock that will more than jus-
iy slaying oul past your bedtime.

With a five-plece band im tow, Villnkobis
is an pour in preparation foe the American
release of her second album, Miles Away, She
penned the record while on toar for 2008
Rock “a' Boll Feory, and o mournful longing
pormoates il al every wm, The titke and open-
ing ek is an encrgelic rock song meant o
ol you gearcd wp for the rest of the albam,
Instend, it belies the sullen skeel-guitar vibe
that makes up the bulk of the record and
keeps you listeming.

Um a superficial level, Miles Away makes
for an easy comparison to Lucinda Williams,
Eeep listening and you'll soon find out that
Villalobas has some moxie all her own, The
to-irack album has o sound so straightforsard
you coald almost overboak i, but slow down
and you'll find Miles Away has o genuine
intensity and poppy calchiness that begs you
tx Lk i1 on o rosd 1rp and turm it up, loud

While Villalobos has yet 1o find a solid
American audicnce, she already enjovs plenty
of commercial sueeess in ke UK. Afler carn-
ingkudos for Rock r’ Rotl Pony on BEC
Faadio, Villadobos fousd 3 European andience
thuart. from her perspective, “really craved the
Americana experience.” And Villalobos offers
noihimg if not solid Amernicana-inspired music.

Villalobos, who grew wp in a small “ansy™
conimaily 10 Southern Califormia, picked up
the guilar arvend age nine. "l was just what
wour did.” Villalobos recalled. She kept a it and
started wriling songs al 20. Feeling bored in
college by 21, she joined a band, dropped o
and stared workng the West Coasl.

The band experience was “like being mar-
ried to five people,” Villalobos sxid. After six
years they broke up. Echoing the semtiment of
w0 many divorced people, she said,
“1fiound that the hand was holding
me hack. Mow | make reconds the
way | want them bo sound,”

She wants it 1o sound like fulk-
ap. a goal she hits right on the
head. At wbh, she's cranking oul
hearthriken pop songs like “Don’y
Let Gio,” where she longingly
sings, “Ciray me away, s pret-
Iy, |.ig|l! thru our veans, 'l disap-
pear like magic in day.”

Shiying wway Trowd iderpreting
heer mongs, Villalsbos said, “The
meandig of my lyries s fousd in
the spaces in hetween, | like (he
lnsseners b project thekr own
meaning.” While she dogsn®t call
hersell & poct, ber soags kave (e
ot qquakity of baing confession-
al without being narmtive, <l
something that comes through me,"” she
explained, =1 just kind of bet it be whal it is.”

What it is—toe-tapping country rock—
showld find an cager audience here in
Sacransento. I the LK, was “croving” iL, then
Sacramento is primed for i With local female
singer-sonpwriters like Dve and Ruebi Freyja
already kicking anoand in the Americana vein,

Miles Awaymakes for
an easy comparisonto
Lucinda Williams.
Keeplisteningand
you’ll find Villalobos
has mozde all her own.

we've got ears honed wo hear i What separntes
Villalobos from our bomegrown counterparts is
ber slickly prochsced presentstion. While that

(abong with her SoCa] addness) might canse her

.o Jose @ litle street cred here in the valley, her

appearance should make for a damn good time.
Promising “a puitar driven. no frills rock
show,”™ Villalobos cxpects the lisiener to dis-
cern the honesty in her music—even il she is
from L.A. B



